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AT MY DESK .....

Ungorntunately, the June Lssue had fo be scrapped due to the
overwhelming fLood of promised anticles that dried up befone
neaching me. This month the situation has improved somewhat,
with a few Last minute additions making up for a Lthin ghey
"economic' dssue. Ah well, times are hard! Thanks to those
few nemaining contrnibutons we have in this club, and also to
Noama and Joy fon their ceaseless typing effonts.

PAVID (JAGLAND
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THE FUTURE OF THE KOSCIUSKO HUTS

The future of huts in the Kosciusko National Parnk has: necedlved, a Lot of:
publicity Lately, and severak impontant points have been overtooked in
the heat of the argument. Fuf‘: whﬁt:t they ane wonth hene anre my thoughts.

There 4s no doubt ts'rmzi CNoss cawﬂy Aiu,mg WAL aawﬂue zto expand Ain

the Snowy Mowntains. - Given Zhis fact, a ‘decision has to be made whethen
to provide accommodation in huts for all, ok for a select few oi for no

one at all. The st cournse will :ze_qu(me.-a continu-d {ncrease in the
numben 0f huts in wilderness aneas, @ ‘concept Zotally incompatible with
wildenness vatues. To allow only ce}z,mn pecple Lo wse a hut while twwing
othens aiayts handly ‘e desirable soliition. The Gty aBtéuative compatible
with the rmm oﬁ the Nationdl Park, is to nemove huts whehevex 'they become
overused. ,ta /the r.‘;ofLmt whene 4t is nsual Lo éum’ them ouejr.e)mwdad

Many peopfe acclaim the. suwrvival value of ‘huts. In ﬁaci A‘.‘hé Aww-waﬂ
value of most huts s Less fhan zero. The overwhelming causes of seniousd
danger and death in owr mountains are exhaustion and hypothermia. Thene

45 onky one way to treak a sufferer of these conditions, and that is %o
camp on the spot.” Every medical text on the matten agrees that the wonst
possible thing J..é ngo ! pmh on 4 the hope of hreaching shelten. 1§ a parnty
has adequate tentage then swwvival prospects are excellent. A panty with
no tents in a crisis situation has the tennible chodlce of camping 4n the
open or pushing on in the hope of finding a hut, and risking the Loss of
one or more party members. Such a grim prospect 44 especially serious

forn ungit people on inexperienced parties of shiens who Lack proper shiing
techniques and napidly become exhausted .in adverse conditions. In addition,
the times when huts ane most needed fon shelten, that is, in blizzands, are
precisely the Limes when huts are most difgiculd to find, as visibility 44
Limited to a few tens of metres. This s especially true fon inexperienced
skiens who are not familiarn with the Location of the huts.

The 4inescapable conclusion 44 that the Less experienced skiens, who are the
most Likely to get into trouble and Lo nequinre shelten in huts, are also
the people who need to be most independent of huts. People who venture
into the mountains should eithen be very §it and competent skiens on should
carry tents. Thus, the swrvival value of huts is Less than zero in that
they attrhact me:cpwanaed and wndesr-equipped people into areas where they
would not normally go and whene they should be fully equipped o camp ouf.

1t s thue that huts have a neal necheational value. They are often
pleasant places to be in poor conditions. However, this 4s only thue Af
the hut {8 not crowded. - Huts close Zo:iaccess points tend to be crowded
and have frequent outbreaks of "uhites Wog" on "Schlink Shits" due to
poor hygenic conditions.

Perthaps The best scokution Lo the problem L8 fo nemove afl huts within
15km of access points. This will preveni inexperienced panties grom
neaching the nemaining huts unless they are fully equipped with Lents.

To cater for Lhese people, properfy maintained, {inexpensive bunkhouses
with basic but hygenic conditions could be constructed at carefully chosen
Locations a few kilometnes grom noads. This would enabfe beginners to
Leann to aki An safety and with Low-priced, comforntable accommodation,

As fon the nest o4 Lthe huts, those that become overcrowded should be re-
moved unless there 45 some valid reason fon retaining the hut (e.g. on
histonical grounds). Howevern, with the easy chain of huts grom the roads
to the centrne of wilderness areas removed, overchowding Ln central huts
would be Less &ikely to occcur because access would be morne difgicult and
everyone would have tents. There 45 also a case forn complete nemoval of
huts in some aneas to create what amoun.ta to an untouched wildenness when
the snow covens all evidence of man's activities.
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A GREAT PLACE TO SLEEP

The PPan was interesting but not particulanly ambitious, basically

it was to cbimb the West Wall of the Three Sistens at night and
bivouac on top of the Second Sister. 1 had done the ascent fast year
and as a nesult thought 1 knew the noute. HMost of my climbing
acquaintances didn't want to be a pant of night climbing o had other
engagements. 1In the end T found a kindred adventwrous spirdt in Scoit.

Saturday noon saw us on the thain to Katoomba with all owr climbing

and bivi gear. By the time we had neached the Lookout 1 had changed

my mind about camrying the bivi gearn up the climb and instead had
decided %o cache it on the ?nd Sisten. The easy travense around the -~
18t Sisten tumed out to be {ntenesting with a Lange sack on, but we
soon had all oun gear drnopped off on top. We then moved down the

Giant Staircase in failing Light only to discoven we had only one

hand held tonch between the fwo of us.

By the time we had fought oun way along the base of the cLiffs to Zthe
stant of the (est Wall, the sun all but disappeared below the
honizon. A quick scramble up the 14t broken pitch saw all the Light
gone. and the §food Rights operational. The fLoodlight made no neal
difference £o the climb,

As T oumed the headlamp and supposedfy knew the noute 1 Lead up the
Ind Pitch and subsequently caused an ineredible rope tangle which took
20 minutes to nesolve. Scott came up the pifch finding diégﬁu,&ty
seeing the downkite holds and choking on his torch held in his mouth.

He annived sahing that 1 would have o down Light all the pitches -

he did, otherwise he would gind himself climbing shadows instead of

nock. The next piteh proved fo be our downfall, T coufdn't nemember

the noute. Aftern fruitlessly Looking gon a familian PLandmark 1

attached an open YV ghove with rathen too much gusto. Aften 15§ on

50 the holds nan out and onby a thin sapling acted as a runner. 1

decided to netrneat and whife doing 50 a vital hold broke begore 1

could neplace my hand jamb. The nesulting 204t free fall and scrub |
#oll ended with me sitting on the edge of a nasty drop and my second

calling out - "Are you dead?!” After asswiing Scott that T hadn't

even hreceived a senatch a Lengthy discussion of about 20 seconds Led

to a conclusion of retreat while the single head Lamp continued Zo

function.

The walk back up the Giant Staircase was 40 bad .in P.A.'s we samply
continued into Katoomba and bought ounselves enormous boitfes of coke.
We then proceeded fo have a buildening session on the Local shopping
centrne complex. By the time we retwwed fo the Three Sistens oun
feet wene welk and twly crushed, we really should have changed oun
P.A.'s, and the §Lood Lights had gone ouf.

The Binouac was marvellous, the gentle breeze and nelatively comfort-
able platform on fop of the Znd Sister was welk wonth the pains of
the previous howrs. But it was the suniise which really made the
whole weekend worthwhile and puis the top o4 the Znd Sisten, 4in my
mind, as a great place Lo sleep.

ANTHONY HARDY
&
SECOND SCOTT VANTHOFF F.F.M.C.

The Futwre of the Koscdusko Huts (cont)

I Think (L's veny important that pressure groups such as KiA shoutd
not get all the running on this issue. Wnife a submission Lo:

The National Parks & WildEife Service
Box Nig9, P.0. '
Grosvenon Street

SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000

AlLso white a submission on the Summit Area and the Resont Areas Af
you get the time., The Resont Areas question will be the next big
Lssue and the nesont companies wilf be pushing very hard forn new
areas, e.g. Tate East Ridge. 114 up fo us Lo apply pressure in the

opposite direction. No one else will.

Bapdcinihry e '  ANDREW BLAKERS'®
' June 1980




THE BUNNY

ONA NESRITT

. . . Every July, Fiona, a legal sec-
retary from Sydney, spends a cou-
ple of weaks at the snowfields. Not
one to overdo the exertion bit, she
tends to limit her skiing to the view
of the slopes from the bistro
bakony. Whenever she does ven-
ture oul {expensively upholstered in
the latest geer) The ‘boobs ond
bottom’ style of her skiing is
guaranteed to furn moré heads
than any Olympian disploy of skill
8aing eble to feign helplessness ot
will, she is never short of attention
from Fritz, or Rudi, or Helmut, or
~ Gerhord., Many people are com-
plaining about the high cost of
skiing — but not Fiono. She never
poys for @ thing . + »

THE MUG LAIR

D

. . . A Disco proprietor by profession,
he con be seen scooting up fo the snow
af weekends in his 2802X (leased) with
the Kneissls strapped to the roof and
his Iitle dolly strapped io the seat
beside him. An acromplished skier, he
is in the know with oll the Thredbo
establishment and always seems fo be
of the heod of the queue. His fovourite
pastimes are showering unsuspecting
daytrippers with powder on the turns
ond roundly cbusing novices who
blunder across his path . ..

A T AN
MIKE FERIAL

... A cross-country fonatic, Mike
dismisses the downhill scene as on
overpriced ployaround for city
sybarites. He s ¢ comunified wil-
J;ﬁeu-ﬁeak. When he is nof 1oft-
ing down the Gordon, he can be
sven pedalling up to the Snow on
his ten-speed, camping gear in the
panniers and skis lashed to the
crosshar. Tatolly at home in the
High Country. Mike hos becn
known fo exis! for weeks al @ time
on mosses ond licheas . . .

THE IN

i )
|

GERHARY SPLT

... A bleacked, sun-bron:ed
Teuton with a face carved from a
mallee-ropt, Gerhard  exists only

Jur the snow and can converse end- -

fessly on the subpecr! af shung
twhich s fortusiate for lim since he
is totally ignorant whouteverything
elsei. He heeps hiniself super-fit,
not only on the slupes by day. but
hack ai the chalet where he often
exercises ' Ahrdighout the fught
During the:off-seuson, Gerhard

rests his glands and watches war S ;
21 while still wearing his thongs . . .

moviee on the tetly ta Reep his
accent in shapé . . .

G

FRUCTO!

; THE DT

{3

_—

... From Ashgreve in
Queensland, Reg 1s making his first

trip to the snowfields on a Apex bus

teur. Not much, of an athleta o
. be:gin with, Reg has mode heavy

weother of the nuisery slopes, dev-
" aostating several ski closses as he
* plowghs his ‘woy manfully down

the gentle grades. On the odvice of
several angry people, Reg hes ad-
journed to the bor, joining the bus
driver who suffered severe frosibite
when trying to attoch the chains

WHITBAZAD - \WAVME BRUCE
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TUE NATURAL

.. . A talented paturol athlet:
Wayne has decided to give sking a bif

.. of a go. Wearing jecns, surplus parko

and-rented equipmen’, he con be seen
heading (like a homing pigeon — ona
ogoinst ‘oll edvice} Tor the top of the
steepest ond most dongerous run, He
only started skiing .that moroing: Oy
lunchtime he, was daing paraliel hurns
and hopes to do & back somersavlt or
two before it gets dark. To Gerhord .
Splint, Wayre is fhe sort of stuff of
which' nightmares ‘ore made . . .
1Al W I



A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THE GROSE - an account of the finst ascent of
: TR 'Reason Ship' 19M4, Grose Valley

ALL monning Anthony and 1 Lie awake in the can in headiness for the

5, 30a. . stant. . Howeven, outside the rain and mist continues to suirt
anound 3 .it Laoks Like no efimbing. . We sbeep in until § o'clock
and by -this time the clouds are Lifting. 04 course Lt would be too

Late to.stant the climb with its difficult acoess and Long walk out.
Chances would be a night dut in the open without sleeping: bagd, but
I'm too impatient to put it off again s0 we huviiedly pack all the

goodies and head down Pearces Pass, accepting out fate.

Soon we are forcing ouwr way through the tight undenghowth that Lines
the base of the cliff. 1t feels Like a steam bath as the sun neaches
the wet jungle. After about 2 houns we reach the bottom of the clamb -
a soaning 700 foof connen, permanently in shade. A mowth ago, severak
of us bailed out when we ran out of time. Now the Zwo of us start the
noute at a ridiculously ALate houn, but this time there will be no
fooling about. ‘

Despite the dampness the finst few pitches go quickly unfil an aid
pin 1'm standing on Levers. out. A 20 footf dive Leaves me hanging on
with a badly chopped up fingen. The finst-aid kit 4is dragged up and
the naw flesh is soon covered with several fayers of Leukoplast. The
bulge. i approached again and §inally both of us arnive at the high
point. . Aftern a shont Lunch break T swing around the roof that blocks
the chimney, then continue up the comnern. Highern up it oveithangs and
thins out 80 1 travernse rnightwards to a crack on the arnete. 30 feel
Laten, this §izzles out but Luckily some unprotected wall climbing Leads
to a welcome, Ledge. Y . : g
Anthony comes up quite shaken but in control. He is folfowed by the
sack which seems £o. fam on every projection. 1€ sute 48 a tiring fob
hauling. that dead weight up nrock faces! Somewhat necovered T pukl
oves dhe. oo fi above Ledge. and wander up a steep juggy wall Lo the
shate band befow the main overhangs. The climbing s all on "china .
plates' - Large brittle protrusions which fend fo break off when any
weight s jput on them. Just before A.J.H. neaches the shale he steps
onto a hold which suddenly snaps off. 1 .am pulled down as he swings
freely acnoss the wall.  Nice pendulum there, but mind that hope.

He manages to gain hock again and appeans over ihe edge, shattered
beyond nrecognition, . _ : s

Above s, the main comner disappears into the overhangs as a black
overhung .groove 4o other ways through the rnoofs ane Looked for. As
the sun sets T tny a scarney wall that Leads to nowhere. Psyched out
quickly, 1 downclimb to the shale band and atiempt fo traverse out,

but again there 48 no escape. Ti& Looks Like the only way ug, L4 that !
honnendous groove and as At abmost is dank the pitch must be Left until
daylight (13 houks away).

The stans ane achoss the sky as we set up the bivvy Ledge, a mere 200
feet belfow the summit scrubfields. (lorking Like Little demons we so00n
oneate a Little windbreak, tie ourselves onto the Casuarnina bush and
phase out into tropical dneams. A thousand feet befow us Lhe Grose
Riven rumbles peacefully and a tiny ned campfire comes Lo Life.

coLo

Aftern getting away Lo a Late start we Left the can nearn Sin Brothens on ithe
Cufong Range at 2 pm.

We walked past Hollow Rock thiough the area ithat had been burnt out bg the
Christmas fines. AlLthough the vegetation was regenerating a Loi of the
Langen trees had been kilfed. Many that survived the fire wene fabling

as thein inside timber had been bwwi out if there was a defect in fthein
bark cover. There were few animals on binds, even when there was waten
neanrby.

We descended to the Cofo by the No. 1 frack on the Cofo Route map. Welf,
we stanted on L& but ended up godng down a sfeepen way on the noith of
the nose fo camp fon Lthe night at the function of Colo and Wollemi Rivenrs.
The next day we watked down the Colo untif we arrived at the H.E.C. flying
gox wsed fon measwring fLow nates (which someone has managed to render
inopenable). Hene we had Lunch 4in preparation forn the ascent out of the
Gorge up the scee slope onto Booral Ridge. Once the fop is neached it 4is
an easy walk back along fire thails clamberning over the many newly falfen
thees which ane keeping the 4-wheed duives out for Lhe moment,

This area was very nice on past trips, but this ftrip was nof as beautiful
because of the gine damage. Howeven, with the process of negeneration in
full swing the bush had (ts own special chasam.

The gonge was untouched by gines but wilf .infufure have a blackberry problem.
We saw many small blackberry bushes stariing to grow which will in yeans to
come, make Colo walks more difficult on Legs.

KEN WILSON
KEN HAT
FIONA CAMBELL

FEBRUARY 1980
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Cands §€ip oven reflecting fLames,

faces glance around and sinay,

Coals are ploughed into ash ’
as dreams 04 space fall into hand; "
a eorner from a slow smoking Log,

they stane uniil its gone,

sweetly smelling distance of age

Looking onte moenning haze.

Two eyes engulfed in the glow

Lean and settle onto sione,
smiling darkness 5 primed fonth,
{aded impatience now withdrawn;

two retine Lo thein warm pits,

now Left alone as the futune ghrins;
endless harnd nailling ahead

his plight is slowly taken in.

DAVID WAGLANP




MEANWHILE DOWWN
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come 0N DAVE, ‘7{_p /
LETS RAP OFF | i)

' THERE MUST BE
AND GOI TO THE A WAY UP
NECK |
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FANTASTIC SCEMERY !
AL THAT SCRUB AND
YELLOW RACK... .

D

A Day in the Life of the Grose (cont)

On the wrong side of midnight cold airn brushes my back, which we pass
ofif as a "convection cwuient, no worrnied”. Guadually, the "convection
cwnent” increases to 15 knots, s0 to get wawwm we rush about stuffing
elumps of grass dounm our shints. Come to. think about £t 1. forgot..
about that cool change mentioned a few days ago!' New all that .
nemains 48 to Lie in thesembayo position, shivering and guessing the
time. By dam the wind s almost gale force, making the cold quite .
intense. Adding to the miseny s the sight of ffeecy clouds pacing .
achods the honizon. : Pl

At sunrnise the wind drops sLightly and we move to the base of the
gnoove agier swallowing half a ham sandwich. Looking up - T'm not
happy fo face this sont of thing at 6.30 in the morning aften
shivering 4ok over 6 hourns - but there is nowhere else fo go! The
night wall Leans over making each move awkward and strnuoud. i The
aidens are haufed up and snail pace aiding proceeds up: the inten-
mittent crack. A.J.H. stands numble at befay as bloaksi and bushes
4Ly out into Apace. : X HER

Large nuts take me through the noof to a small Ledgel  The ecrachk
above 48 fubl of crud and T am virtually out of gean but a cuwrving
Line of holds on the Ledt wall might be a possibility. An ainy
traverse out along the Lip of the overhangs Leads to a difficult
mantlesheld 30 feet out from the Last numner. This 44 followed by
purthen ‘delicate cimbing back to the enack. Eventually, 1 get a
"Friend" #o-slot in and Layback up fo a grassy Ledge.. :

A J.H. Jugs up Lo the ghassy nest Ln the sky, hands over a J‘tac.‘ia- oh

gear and clips into a confusion of slings and nope. The Last pitch -
moves onfo a fuggy arete and gains the plateau. Too fined fo shrndek
with emotion, T tie off the nope, Lie down on the edge and sfare .
into that huge valley. Our fattered Life support capsule .8 winched
up sLowly and soon everything is sorted and packed for the 4 mile
piteh back to the noad. The wind 48 s£E8L quite sthong but appears
hanrmbess now. N asstim s ;

The nidge we follow offers easy walking until it runs into a
canyon., Casually, we just hrap into it hoping Lo walk-up a gully
on the othen side. However, once we are in, there is no way out -
either side 100 foot mossy walls hang over the dark abode. The
only neldied is the abundance of water as we were right:en
dehydration point., Everything {8 gheen and preitty, but we've got
to watk down this damned sitneam towands the Grose untif an opening
44 fpound. Female Laughten 44 heard echoing doun the canyon walls
but £t must be an audible {LLusion fo-wasted minds.

Soon a gully is discovered 40 we trudge waist-deep in greeneny up
to open country again. In no Lfime we come achoss a fire thail and
finally the Bells' Line of Road. A few miles of road £ie betfween
us and the car so we thumb a Lift with a country gink in a mind.
We fump: in and the stench of dint and sweat rises slowly fo the
Mﬂé' : ! CHCREEL Y o ,
i ) Lk OEME - e -
¢ Mohere have you boys “been?" - she asks, wishing she'd never
picked us up. v ;

"Doun Ln the Grose”, we neply.
DAVID (AGLAND

P.S. The next big Line fo go 48 the siniped headwall nean Hathifl
Creel. Any volunteerns???



LINDA VINNING SENT IN THIS INTERESTING APPRATSAL OF THE HAMMOCK. THOSE OF YOU
WHO WERE AT THE BOREE LOG'BARBEQUE MIGHT REMEMRER LTNDA'S HAMMOCK. HERE 1S THE
SOURCE OF HER INSPIRATION - NEW SCTENTIST, SEPTEMBER 1979).

o : e CYCLING: MT VICTORIA - GOULBURN

although very overgrown efiercd nowhere suitable until 1 came
to a tunnel. It was an ol moscitarchway, hordering @ Bapine

48 il = i R Mg e Aften planning the trip Lo Bathunst via Oberon we caught a Friday night
I‘l‘l T & Of hamm cks end. My hammock’ fitted convenienily acroes the mm]ﬂ'li r'H:" :{,‘[.a,('n Lo MLt V,(:ctﬂ,'[{ﬂ and camped in the bush ju.b.t outside the toun, aﬂ-tﬁﬂ
pralse : 0cC aify noise Wi the eeric cehip 0f \ator drippins ""f*’L]L';“’,ff,t_f’,,r.’_'f"_ff giving up thying to {ind .the park we intended camping Lin, This was found
Christina Dodwell polx: aud myidremRSWERt HRAGIAL, ki OuER DR Zhe next day 100 metres down the highway. We soon Left the highway and
! ; pXPTESS, - ; - ¢
Befare 1 Ioft Bogland to travel by Land-Rover through A.i;lca. Lack of trees on another eceasign loreed e 1o &linl.:' thr thavelled up and down sevehal fimes Lo Oberon. Hene we f:aﬁuaﬂﬁed at
my godmaber gave e o Dammeck. [ vas made o JEN  Batmec o i ok b o, v, the cake shop and the pub (femon squash onty). We then:bought another mip
o it T : 5 H = 4 = ~; fasian, W e m # i
. Ei?lllf'ttuif: [11;: g;llen Owhcn \5«: drove acrass the Sahara Desert. E?r‘:: é?fccti::ni ﬂfptapﬁjt l;r;?g'!m,j f.:-:‘_'iill,fn::hl:\-.n fifty mi (the qnet‘shomng all of NSW was great por showing othen pf":l‘:ﬂm we coubd go
though T remember moments nf p.'_sradlsé_'while swinging in the  acress the lowkinds Dawn wis a8 sntelacle 1 <hall mever Torget but didn't show too many roads between Oberon and Bathurst!) AﬁIE)L bugmg
gmﬁﬁgaﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂ£;ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁ!fmﬁﬁqﬁmayﬁﬁﬁﬁy;ﬁyﬁﬂﬁg: the Obenon-Bathunst map we headed on. AL this time there was a westerly
v s . Ang: i )  OCE: } e decision is imporlan aonly for aegic 457 & PR . .
dunes. or flat rocky wilderness, It waga't until after the theft cover and view, bu; also for each place’s jntiinsic power. In the bﬁomﬁ but we wene SLLLL way ahead of schedule 50 we decided {:0 u,é:g the
of the LandRover ané the collapse of the expedition. that I  same way that when you walk intola room”.cither you meres oniginal map and head off Lo Boulbuwwi. We camped at Abercrombie River,
rcal'll- hegan to use.mw_.o-ham’mm:k;-nl}‘.jtsurmy contineed through  sit down on the ﬂrs'.t' chair vou scc,:;‘;r.u;a!k 1.-._.;_mm_ﬂ and r_hF.Fﬂ.f‘l.- t‘lﬁt&h 130 bm 06 bitumen and some CL{'M. The ﬁ-{.}lﬁz descent fo Abmcmbia
ica with two wild horses and a donkey for the baggage. where to sit; you will find that cestain places are Guieter. whi RL 5 quit t (too fast at dush
Jn the first night that | spent under the stars there was a2 others are more powerful, You should chonse’adenrding to yous ver 44 q ¢ fas 00 § & usk). '

storm. I had noticed the storm's approach early in the Eveninsd micod. On board the steamboat travelling upibake ]:‘vialmmi I

so 1 slung the hammock beneath some leafy mango trees, an paced every deck looking for the right spot for my iammochk. Soon aﬁza& damg to go with the mtufg it e ged 5 & Aou,theﬂg (wa
tucked a sheet cf plastic over my sleeping bag. It was strange  and finally settled at the point of the prow, slung frem the . : i han A &

lving suspended, rocking in gusts of wind, feeling the storm  guter rails. were now goding south). The 30km eithen side of Abercrombie Riven was

coming closer and gathering momentum. Lightning flashes illu- Life without 2 hammock would have been very different, and dirt but An good condifion on ga,tmly_ ﬂ\ﬁ,t{!)l. the émt on Smy m’.gh,t
min_ated the night clouds in Imul!i-{umu‘lu; silh_al.mt,tes. The I.expEdI would have spent many 2:11_1_1’1_-‘5_;1_."1&...-._t{lﬂ(:ufﬂ?’isl‘“‘ié‘-b‘]F incfuding a superb dampen, we woke 1o fw,m s, ‘7200 and cold 50
] P, , MLS dni

leaves on my trees were rustling in the wind, which he;ame . nights. Perhaps 1 would never have discoverrd thelmy am Y b = d o Ol Th
cooler and stronger until it was howling along, tearing at every- — exhilaration it inspires. or the depths of tranquility which bring we hea fjaﬂ and Legt. 8 {F._FE. j_ué-t mn»t' ed Lo fines e J&?Mt 7 : e
thing in its path, and the branches '_slt_;aiaed sidew-ags ;‘n its fome:i ‘peace of mind. There is little to equal 8 nighgi h(‘-ﬂ{';i”h_f““ Aoon. dint noad was in poon condition now with a sinongen headuind. e got to
1 heard a distant rell of thunder.: The lightning flashed on an lving swaving .en the: breeze, watching fireflics dancing among v , e -
on. cracking the sky in jagged forks several of them hit the the greeds, ard listening to the song of bullfrogs mingling with ‘the; ﬁdﬂmw ai Tnga- ﬁom hot Q!}ﬂﬂﬂ{ﬂ,te and jaﬁ_ﬁ‘[% at ﬂ‘ﬂ’: Mﬂﬂ’t épr
earth and 2 bush on the horizon burst into flames. The wind  the distant pounding of drums in the forest. " which was vesry hand o f}?ﬂ.u&. ,F&Mﬂey, we _gt‘bt Fo the destination, {?owﬁbum,
:hmmeAa gale, ami1 thunderd cxglodht;dp\reﬂ;ead_ in dg:fcmn% Thank you, hammuock. ) ﬁWL a hot showen and whi sizg. Several houns Latern we caug-‘uﬁ the thain home

ao0s. new spund emerged: the hissing of rain. as it swep s gy _ :
across the land) Jarge heavy raindrops blown in advance by = o Mbgﬂg “tha’t ouwr pho bfems WQ.JL.?. OUM._. The PTC soon m’fa-ged to break ﬁfowﬁ
the wind, splashied ‘on my face. 1 pulled the plastic up to.my . at CampbefEtown. Then a frain !}oad of people plus 4 bikes and 4 cyclisis
chin and snuggled deeper into my sleeping bag. The storm : had 'to it on a 2-can inain, which was not particularly easy.
howled and raged, it was marvellously wild, and the swaying . ] ; i

hammock rocked me to sleep.

Problems encountened: rain, cotd, headwinds, sun and multiple punctures
of H.P. Zynes on the dint. But these were not great problems. The {sZ
two-thinds was a great Inip (untif the rain).

: & : _KEN WILSON
. % ' N KEN HAT
 FRED BARRET
STUART ..,. ?

. P
<€) et :
1 woke to a lazy sunny morping and leaned out ta pluck SRt o)
mangoes for breakfast. s ; : : ks Wi : A ;
The advantages of sleeping in a hamrmock are plentiful; for
oo often the ground is hard. or wet, or full of creepy-crawlies;
and guite apart from all that, a hammock i§ very coq;dfnriahle‘
It is best to use one large envugh for you to stretch out
diagonally acrbss it, 'so that your body rests straight, not sagging.
I learnt that {rom 'the Mexicans—there is seldom a bed in their
villages, everygne wuses -hammocks. and married couples use
double hammocks. T s '
My hammock ‘came in particularly ugeful when I found
myselt crossing: a large town at-3 am; I was exbausted bul all .
hatels were closed. 1 noticed the open entrance, 1o a goods yard
and offices, so went in and tied my hamifivck between the roof-
rack of their delivery van and 4 loading: ook At B am I was :
woken by the arrival of the -oiice  stafiy they were rather _
astonished to find me there, but very kindly ofiered me a cup
of coffee and thé use of their washrooms, °
It is not alwavs sinisle, even in the bush, to find somewhere
for a hammock, If there are no.irees.;or no suitable ones, or
1o much undergrowth, it can lead to sleeping in weird and
exciting places, T wus once on a disused railway track, which

L



A "MNountain Experdence" [cont)

On the monning of the Last day we were all up before sunrnise and for
once the sky was clean and the wind modenate. (e werne all soon out-
sdde prancing around, greezing, walching a beaufiful suwiise high~
Lighting the 4p¢nd&45£ and encrusting Lce which Lay on every object.
We had got the packing routine down to a gine ant the previous day
and wene soon skiing back down Zo the Snowy. The weather was clear
but the ice sheets nemained causing a gew undignified downhifl
manouvies for all four of ws. The final skl from Lhe Snowy Zo
Charfotts was pune bEiss and made the paAt 3 days well wornthwhile.

The weathenmaps back at Charlotts quickly convinced us that this good
weather was simply a 6 hour break between gronts. We theregore
decided Zo go back 2o Sydney and s-on set off 4n slow snow condifions
back fo Pernisher. The occasional glances at the enosmous band of
black cloud kept us moving and made a §itting backdrop out of Karl
Stone's taxi as we drnove back to Cooma.

During the five days we had spent in the snow the four of us had
centainly had a 'Mountain Experience'. The tally fon the period
was - 1 grostbitten toe and a nuined pain of boots forn Tony (Later
exchanged), a cold fon Geofd, plenty of photos for David and the
Love of a new sport forn myselq.

ANTHONY HARDY

A "MOUNTALN EXPERIENCE"

The tnip began in a hwy with a clearning of the weathen and plenty of
snow. The four of us, Dave, Geoff, Tony and myself all boarded the
Cooma Mail and Luchily cot a nearly empty thain.

On awnival in Cooma, we enquired about the nelative cosi of the Laxis
fo the bus. The standand price was more expensive but when the faxi
drivens saw that no one was going Lo go anyway one of them, Kanl Stone,
agheed to fake us four, our skis and packs for the same price as the
bus would have cost. We didn't negret the choice and comgontably went
quickly up fo Perisher while being subjected to deep philosophical
discussdons with Kant, a neal charactes.

At Penishen, because we werne cariying Lange packs containing Lce

cbimbing gear, our aim being fo heach Blue Lake, we caught a Snow Cat

up to Charloit's Pass. Teh weather was beautiful and we spent an hour
getting used to the skis. 1t was the §inst time 1 had been on skis but
the othen three were simply getting back into form, Zhis being thein
finst skiing fon the year. As we sonted out gear and decided to ski fo
Seaman's Hut with the camping gear and collect the {ce climbing gear
Laten that agternoon, the weathen began to close in with some cloud cover
and a Litile snow.

As we shied out of Charlotts and neached the nidge Zop the wind became
stnongen as Lt was to continue doing fon the nemainder of the day. The
indtial skiing Lo £he Saswy River was a successdion of falls and wikd
struggles o regain my ﬁe.e,t with the pack continually pulling me back
down again. Viscbility was decreasding all the time with the wind pdcking
up causing me to gatl even more ogten.

Eventually, we cressed the Snowy and starnted the, uphillf trudge to Seaman's
Hut along the pofe Line. Unfontunately, the high winds had caused drifis
of veny dry powder snow indispersed with Large sheets of ice. Teh result
was an exhausting period of Herringboning and Side Stepping while battling
the 30 knot wind. This was not the penfect conditions to Leawn to ski, a
heavy pack, hard sheet .ice and a bfizzand. Suddenfy, we neached a break
Ain the pofe Line where about 10 polfes were missing, we couldn't safely
continue even though we knew approximately where Seaman's Hut was Located.
Then, however, fhere was a s£ight Localised break in the spindnift and we
saw the hut in the saddfe above us. 1 took us anothen 15 minutes Lo-kick
owr way up those 10 missing poles, A& was about 2.30p.m.

The next 2% deys werne a combination of high winds, extremely Low
tempenatures, snow and Low visability. The time spent in the hut was
borning with *he only nelief being the meals and any chazy antics we
could think of. This included an obLigation 1 felt towands those who
wanted the huis nemoved from the pank. Rather than stay relatively
warm and diy 1 periodically fought my way outside into the blizernd

to wipe down Lthe windows of sindrnigt and Lce, without gloves of counse.

Plans for £he futune when the weather cleared were suddenty crystalised
when Tony ennounced that his new Alfa Towring boots had begun devulcanising
at the toe miking skiding dangerouws L4 not impossiblfe. Some quick use of
elastoplasi soon fixed them sufficiently to ski back to Charkotts at the
finst breal in the weathen. The morning of the second full day at Seaman's
dawned clear and bright and a rush was made Lo pack everyihing and clear

up the Hut. By Zhe fime we were clipping on owtr sREs The wind was again
blowing and before we had neached the 10 pole gap the wind was again
qusting up o 30 knots. To continue would have been gheat training for the
Himakayas but as this was the Australian Alps we refwwed to the Huf. Even
though it wasn't the Himalayas it sELLE took me 2% hours o negain the
geeling 4n my hands agten only 10 minutes cutsdide. We werne stuck in the
hut fon another day and night.



SKYSCRAPER COMIMENTARY DAVID WAGLAND

In yeans gone by, climbing on the Univernsity Walls has been in the
form of public demonstrnations for the Mountaineening CLub. These
demonstrations included mass ascents of the Clancy Auditorium,
absetling and sky-hooking on the Applied Science Building, pubficity
stunts on Foundation Day and s0 on. More recently, the walls have
been used purely for trnaining purposes - a place to buwild up stamina
and fingen sthength duning boring week days.

Initiakly, 4t started on places such as the main walkway, the Newton
Building and the Matthews Cafeteria Wall. However, Last year Grant
Hyland discovered a Litile gem duning a devious clothes-L£ine excuwrdion
behind Goldstein Coflege. This 15 to 20 foot high brick wall, covered
with tuegulan bumps of all shapes, sinetch-5 Lo the horizons of
possibility. The trnaverse was the cbvious plum to go, gollowed by
vaiiations and vertical routes up fingen cracks and fugs. Lately,
some extrheme probfems have been added that take the blank strips
between the useable hofds, eg. 'Relics of the Future', 'Stranded
Hammony', 'Satin Passage', 'Withdrawn and Eyesone', 'HMorning Savagery'
and 'Flickening Indices', It may seem unusual naming such michoscopic
miscarniage but somehow £t conveys a sense of tidiness and ordern. The
boulderern 48 free to be as contrived as the names allow.

Neanby, other hybnids of the 'College Wafl' can be found, most notably
the extremely tﬁi.n thavernse, 'Alien Toundist Trnacks'. This noute awaits
completion as the climbing is at Least ghade 25! On the sandstone sLabs
tacing the College Watlf some Low angfe 'no-hands' probfems exist. These
all tnvolve balancy moves and stemming.

The Matthews Cafeteria Wakf, descnibed earlien, 45 6 feet high and
composed of smooth sandstone blocks. A difficult Low Level traverse
crosses Lhis wall. Many Lange fingen-holds have been eliminated which
only adds to the confusion. The best way to climb here is to be squat
and avoid hooking yowr chin onto the panking Lot! Also be careful of
the glocks of sheep that pass by and ghraze across the rwad. This can
be very distracting sometimes. 1t centainly seems that out of all the
people on campus, The 'gheymen' ask the most intelligent questions!
One up for the 'greymen'!

Above the Chemistny Lawn L5 a similan wall which hosts the hardest aid
cimb at the Uni. 'The John Croken Memonial Stovelfeg Pitch' is a traverse
across a 5 foot high wall Lnvolving a senies of intrnicate small nut place-
ments in sandy chacks. Oniginally freed, the climbing is at Least M4 -
desperate moves, hundreds of millimetries above the Lawm! Othern novelties
are found amongst the figtrees nean the 'College Wall'. The trunks of
these huge thees have all sonts of glared cracks, pinch-ghips, incuts, ete.
- veny neminiscent of Arapifes. Amazing but thue, thene is a 100 foot
grade 12 that neaches the upper tuigs of a tree.

Crack climbing 48 rarely practised although some speaning Lines exist.
The Applied Science Building has a set of shallow 'off-widths' that
Lypify the style of stnenuous climbing that is needed. . The Heffron and
Newfon Buildings are as yet unclimbed. The Latter has a 60 foot offhand
crack that can only be tackled. by squashing the base of yourn thumb and
your toes between the shanp edges and shugfling upwands Like a Leech up
a giant's Leg. 1% has been the scene of many cement shattening alls.
Maybe when we get a nack of No. 2 'Frniends' togethen, the 'Newton Crack'
can be Led in safety.

I think that sums up most of the practice climbing that is possible at the
Uni. ALthough 4t often Lacks Zechnicality, it is a reasonable substitute
to Queens Park, Lindfield or the seacliffs, especially if one has a full
Limetable. Any intenested space greaks arne weleome Lo foih us every
Wednesday Lunchiime between 12 & Zpm. Most Likely we'lE be bumbfing achoss
'Alien Tounist Tnacks' on fLying of4 the 'College (ale'.

DAY WALK - BOUDDI NATIONAL PARK - BOX HEAD - TALLOW BEACH '

This was an easy Sunday day-walk. Beautiful weather and relatively
unspoilt area clese to Sydney. Boxhéad is on the nonthern border of
Broken Bay, 40 the views grom Boxhead ‘encompass the ocean, Broken Bay,
Lion Tsland, Woy Wey, Saratoga, Pafm Beach and Pittwater as well as the
yachts and {ishing boats. ' '

For such an accesdible area there were veny few people. The Beach 4
% km gnom the noad and Box Head is 2 km §nom the noad. We walked Zo
Box 'Head ‘and spent considenable time absonbing the view.  As we wenre
Leaving, Bruce & Andy nraced up: ‘They had mistaken the Narnara Cheek
bridge for the Railway Bridge and s0 missed the meeling point.
Aften some excellent advice {rom the fourist information centhe they
managed io catch up.

The party now descended to the nock platform and walked hound to :
Tallow Beach viawing hocks, crabs, crabs, cnabs, CRABS, cxabs, seaweeéd,
Curgeboy, sand, C Sy along the way. L -
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The numour that 1 have a {ixation about CRABS 44 not tnue!

During Lunch on Tallow Beach, the sifence was broken onfy by 7 thail
bikes which wene unregistened (ie. unidentifiable). The water was wam
don Apnil and severnal of the panty then had a surf. Others investigated
nochk platforms on beach sand.

Aften much nesting we walked back ou. This area 48 fo be necommended fort
a easdy day walk or severnal Lf you'ne in the anea.

BRUCE SPRY

ANDREW BLAKERS

& 11 OTHER WALKERS OF
VARYING EXPERIENCE - 0.
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phat night as I had forgotten my sleeping bag. I shared a tent with Mark
_and haﬁﬁaimasx,pushed him Outfﬁy_morn{ng. In my sleep I had kept rolling
‘closer to Hark?ﬂnp kept rolling away etc., so by morning he was pushed

right across to one side of the tent.

On the Sunday’ we decided to c]%mb\ﬁpbiamOn Gorge - i;.laoks a bit
like Bungonia Gorge but is only about 200 ft high. We picked a nice easy
route and Malcoim started to lead. However, we soon had to abandon the
Vine as the rock was really rotten and chose another line with slightly
better rock. Despite having to be very careful about handholds (ﬁgrk’
pulled away rather a large part of the c1iff with him once), it was really
very enjpyap}e.f'what is there to compare to sitting on a ledge in the sun

and looking at the scenery below and the rock face across from you.

ETaine Murphy.

Note: You must have a permit to go caving in the Natioqdl;?a?k;f

CAVING & CLIMBING AT COOLAMON

After deciding that I was going to work hard in the week off in

,May,'it took Mark Foster two seconds to convince me to go climbing and

caving for 4 days (15th-18th May). Mark and Malcolm Handel were going to

climb at Boorcomba for two days and then we were going to go down to
“Coolamon - northern part of the Snowy Mountains -.ﬁﬁﬂd& some caving with

SUSS (Sydney University Speleological Society).

We left for Canberra on Thursday morning ah&-didn't arrive at

_Booroomba until fairly late afternoon. Too late.to do any climbing but

' enough . time to look around at the c1iffs and to go up'the practice slab - |

which was great fun for me as I have never climbed on granite before.

Friday for me was spent in obligation with my family while Mark and
Malcolm WEntzclimbihg. fﬁéy climbed Big Boris and met-snme'of_theJiﬂcai
climbers. They were then taken 'buildering' at Canberra University and
arranged to meet that night to Took at some slides. We saw sdme incredible
slides of climbs up Integral crack, Equilibrium and ‘counterbalance - slab
climbing on granite looks'ﬁgther"suiqida].' -

We left early Saturday to get to Coolamon's. I had never been
caving before so I was rather excited at the prospect. We did three caves,

: _ (
Coolamon's, Murray's and Barber's.. Coolamon's was good in that you had

fr_fQ'groveT in the dark, trying to avoid mud andﬂﬂnmbats dung. A good
\ Tﬁtroducticn to caving. Murray's was much-moré“af a tourist,cave, but it

“‘had an’alluring finish - a dead-end with a pool of water with an underwater

passage leading to more caves. Barber's cave was fun, ‘it is made up of

" passages going on cifferent Tevels, so we didn't just go straight through,

 but did some exploring.

1 'had a very educational night around the campfire with all the SUSS

W

‘members singing and reciting poetry and drinking 'Tia M'Chunda' (homemade

Tia Maria). There seems to be some fundamental difference between cavers

~and bushwalkers. It was a very cold night and by nine you had to break

the ice around the water hottle 1id before you cayld.get a drink. I froze



BARRINGTON TOPS

This walk was tackled mone on Less the same way as described by
Adrnian Spragg Ain an earlien Mobsac (plenty of waten though).

e Left one can at Upper Chichesten, then stanted from the Guest

House, following the walking thack along the niven, then headed up
until we joined the 40 track just befow Lagoon Dineh. BReding winten,
the gates here wene Locked, closing the Park to all traffic -

probablyy the best time Zo see the area. Up to Caxrey's Peak for the
finst night and the view of the whole of the Hunter vaLEeg, Huswellbrook
to Newcastle and fthe coast, was wonth the 3,800' odd Be T had
honnowed the club’s Kiandra bag, apparently rated at +5°C - not quite
enough.

The following day we walked fo Mt Barnington (5200') then Left the
trhack to find a huge open grass plain, with alpine streams, mobs of
kangarnoos and brumbies. We folLowed the Bawrington River doun Lo
Big Hole, then walked up to and along the Gloucestern Tops trhail FilL
about §.00pm.

Next morning we walked tLLL the thadl fakes a nadical defour north
then Scrub bashed S.E., finding open swamps. Following the GlLoucester
Riven il it crossed the Gloucester Tops Road, we then took this road
south, uphifl again, into the waten-boand catehment area fo Mt. Melson,
then dropping sharply down o where we Left the finst car.

(When we set out, there was only a wantime 1:63,000 map. Recently, the
C.M.A. put out the 1:25,000 Barringlon Tops map. The neighbouring
Gloucester Tops map L8 &LLEL Lo come.

Tneredible variation in vegefation on the way fo and on top of the
plateau - nadinforest, anfaric beech, snow gums, spagnum moss, open
ghassland, swamp, efc. - welk woath a visdit.

I went back five days Later Lo make a day trip to Carey's Peak and

back, and found 1-2" of snow, sLLLL falling Lightly, but was sLLEL
able to see the coast., The nest of the valley was in sunshine.

JAMES JOHNSOM

SKI TOURING IN VICTORIA

For Sydney people, skiing in Victoria sounds a bit far fo go, when
perhaps the best skiing in Australia can be found a Lot closer.

From Mbwu, which 48 a 6% to 7 houn can thip on 10 hour thain thip,
you ane within strniking distance of Falls Creek and the Bogong tigh
Plains, Mt. Hotham on ME. Buffalo. ALE ane about 7 hourns by noad
from Aﬂbung

It helps £f you have a sdsten in Albury, but even Lf you don't
weekend thips to the Victorian Snowfields are not impossible. A
tent 5 also helpful, but thene are bx_g campding pmmmzad cv:eaw,
80 you have to be careful.

. The. Bogong High Plains are best got at from Falls Creek which involves

a drive through the Kiewa Valley to Mt. Beauty and then the climb up

- to Falls Creeh. Afong the noad you get some Ampressive views 0%

Mt. Bogong and the plains, while the valley itself {8 quite beautiful.
Bogong 45 Victoria's highest mountain, and Looks Lt.

The High PLains arne quite extensive, &0 you can make many Lourns on
them., There 44 a poke Line that goes fo tt. Hotham and other marked
noutes. The classdic noute 48 grom ME. Hotham to ME. Bogong; the
ascent of Bogong being the crux. Falls Creek is quite good for
beginnens as well. Thexre are some geod trails and a good bowl area
jon Leawwning. The only troubfe with Falls Creek L8 that it is run
by the Electricity Commission and it costs $5 to get youk car 4in fon
a day. But you can Leave yowr carn at Howman's Gap, and shki grom
there.

M. Bufdalo L8 run by Lthe National Paxks and (MEILife and only cosls
$1 %o get in. The skiing hene 48 not as extensive but &8 ancthen
area of brilbiant sceneny and incredible atmosphere. Anothen good
thing about Buffalo £s that it 4s Less crowded than Falls Creek ox
Hotham &0 you don't have fo At in queues. VYou don't get above the
treeline at Buffalo which doesn't detract too much from the skiing
as snowguns, wombats and streams axen't foo bad to ski amongst.

I haven'ft been Ain any of the huts in Victorda butf 1've heard they're
not too bad, being fairly well Looked aften and some being quite new.
They're numerous s0 you can get shelien Lf your gean gets wet on
Zent blows away.

The best maps of the area are put out by Algona guides (the best
National Happing have to offer 45 1:100,000), and thein book
'Ski Touwring 4n Australia' has got some good maps, as well as
some good ones of othern areas, «ncluding Kosciusko. The book
also 45 good neading with an account of a thip from Hotham to
Bobong whene Cleve Cole died aften being trapped on Mt. Bogong.

TONY POPLE
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TRIPS - LIST

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER
AUGUST . -
17th (Sunday) - Easy beginners &dy trip to Blue Gum Perest  GEORGE GEORGEVITS
via Evans Lookout and return via Govetts = Ph: 663 1366

Leap. Senic v1ews, rainforest and l}reblrds
if vwe are Iuchy

' 16th féaéﬁfdéy}"‘ﬂedlum walk 1n Royal National Park JUDY JOHNSON
L . . Ph: 95 1428
15-18 - Medium long ski tour . PETER & ROBYN TUFT
- Ph: 698 7640
23-24 - Rogaining training
26-28 - Rogaining at New Engiand University
3G-31 - Bushwalk, easy - medium (sultable for beginners) MIKE DREW
Ph: 663 2940
SEPTEMBER - X B oE R R K
6-8 -~ Ice Climbing, Blue Lake BRUCE SPRY
524 5560
6-7 -~ Bushwalk DAVID BACKHOUSE
Ph: 84 7481

0
i

Meeting, floor 3, stage III, Member's
lounge 6.30pm,

~7-28 - Uentworth Falls - Katoomba via lMt. Solitary ROB JUNG
L (Waratah season) - Medium/camera Ph: 808 1692
4-6(long - Axeheads - Broken Rock (Kanangra) ROB JUNG
weekend) - hard Ph: 808 1692
4-6 - Medium and long day ski trips, probably ANDY BLAKERS
camp in main range, depending cn snow Ph: 399 5610
conditions
i4 - Meeting, Floor 3, Stage III, Members lounge, 6.30pm.

Kook iRk KRR

ROB JUNG (808 1692) is looking for partners for 3 or 4 day
ski trips in August & Sep+ember Also, he plans a day trip
Dharung, the day is negotiable.

ANDY BELAKERS is looking for partners for several hard ski
and bushwalking trips, negotiable.

NTCK BENDELT skis most weekends, and will also be skiing from 23 August to 7 September.
His number is 649 2178 (vring before 9pm).

CdPCK the Sports Association Noticeboard (Hut El5c) for details of extra trips on
s list and for extra walks lists.

MTKE DREW will produce a spectal Mobsac on food for September.



CLUB CONTACTS

MIKE DREV (President) .. . 662 2940
JUDY JOHNSON (Secretary) : 95 1428

ANDY BLAKERS (Valks Sec:t’*emry) x:,insa;éf,-sfa«fz’o,‘f;

S&R ower  4r6 5530
 Tyufte . 6668945 248(w) or 662 2958(v)
‘Bruece Spry - 524 5560(h) o b

1 GEAR CUSTODIAN - Peter Rigg . 665 ;44885:;,\ e

ANDY BLAKERS . ..
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