





EDITQRIAL:

Your editor is now & months ahead on promises
and about 3 months late with Mobsac. No apologies, but it
would have been nice to have time to devote tc the magazine,

The editorial I had proposed to write has now
been thrown into the bin 4o give sSpace to a request on bhe—
half of future Mobsac editors. Most elubs go through a stage
of stagnation vhen the.club membership is neither changing
rapidly nor are many new menbers being taken in. - This leads
to two outcomes --. the club. may fold through lack of interest
or continue as a very exeltsive aggregﬂtion of & few dichard
members. I'm not suggesting our club is about o fold, but
I can say that unless a little more enthusiasm is shown in
some of itms activities, then it will sumely become an exe—
lusive group. In partieular, there seems to be a particular
dislike amongst our two clubs o get off our backsides and do
8 little for our magazine. Of course there are about aa
half dogen people who always scom bo end up doing the work,
and indeed it dis done withoul griping; things like printing
the eovers, collating the printed articles and stapling these.
But nobody seems to want to do any typing for the Mobsac -
tha-t is of course provided we get some arbtinles in the First
place —~ and this is the naturs of my reguesth.

I WOULD LIKE TC HEAR FROM ANYONE WHO CAN TYPE
(even with one Ilpge“), we canrnot expect the editor to do
the large amount of work requLved in typing the whole show.

I WOULD LIKE T0O HFAR FPROM ANYONE WHO WILL HELP
RUN OFF STBNCILS ; again because the editor JUS“ cannot be
expected to do the whole job. '

If you think I'm being unreasonable, tell me.
If you think I'm being failr in my request, why not see me
and 1711 givé you a small job on the next Mobsac - a job
I c¢an be sure is not too vime--consuming for your available
time. I am preparzd o edit Mobsacs for the rest of the year
but this depends on the team I can get to assist me. My time
is fairly limited, but I would rather put a little more time
than T would normally into this magazine, beca use I believe
it can be made somel) ng extra good(not that it isn't alresdy)

I can be found in tpe Chancellor's Court most

lunchtlmes except Fridays.

Alan NUTIEY (Streaker
Bxtraordinaire)



LOVE ON THE CRAGS -

The growing number of"pairs'"now climbing has lead to the growth
of suitable climbing vernacular for use on the crag, After all
"the moon that shines on your face" garbage is just so limiting
that only a tourist would stoop to it., We rockelimbers require
something more specialised and inspiring on the climb or around the

campfire.
So as a preview to our next Rock Opera —--
. "Ropebelow and Jumarit”
we present some pointers for the ultimate in clift love:

for the initial move,

"finding you was like finding a jug on 2 blank wall"
"when I first saw you I floated up Janicepts"

"you belaying me will make hitting the deck easier®
(be careful of the emphasis)

when your on your way,

"finding you was like finding a jug on a blank wall"

"vour-face is a 2I to me"

"you make me feel so giddy I need a belay on the track!

"I need you as desparately as Mintaur Wall needs protection”
Howevar not all rock romances will be overcome ag easily as a Grade 8,
When you really want to be insulting,

"you should use karabiners for earings"

"go gat your hair caught in an absiel"

"don't kid yoursdlf, our loves as solid as 'FPuddy Duddy!t "

or
"the bags "nder your eyes are like a Whillan's sac,"

Payl Mara,

HA HA HA HA HA HA HA

Spray your pack with tacky sbtuff. When the flies land they get stuck,
Then spray with Aerogaurd., The 1ift supplied by thousands of angry flies

lightens the pack...e?s..,
YUCK.

e



ON THE WEONG SIDE OF CONSELVATION -
WALKERS AS A DESTRUCTIVE ECOLOGLCAT NFLUENCE.

Conservation has always been a co ntentious issue, almosd
by lefinition - if sor sthing is to be saved, then almost always it is
to be saved frca tho actions of anothoer growp of people, who of course
react against any opposition to their proposals. In all the major con-~
servavion issues o date, the uwo gides of the argumcnt have been well
defired (Hydre loctrisc Commission versus Lake Pedder Aotion Committoe N
Associnitad Porvland Cemont I‘f‘:mnfautur 3 versus Colong Cormittec, ate),
This is becauss thoe dustoustion of our natural resources has in these
cases bocn so b;'.rbx:rc-; and Lor ths bonefit of so fow,

In fDetora, however. the conflist is going to change incr-
eamirgly fro m an cpon balile batwocu dislinel opposing groups, to a
pﬂ“smul cenfiios within erorm Wik p\;:.k.u:b; Thig i3 Dezoouse tho
ros’s iuaportans cc“‘?::w.'.ﬁ'_.o:: lesuse oo wa will dircotly oo mate
Ccinls ol st WriL ooy :"‘!‘{.’,:,L as cv watlall %o our way of

2 [at] AP hd
1ifs, Thal ig,

i il water deplztion of coal, oll, ore
and phesphaty rogorese; desimortion oFf ¢limon o malz wyy fav transport-
ation; exd g1 o2,

cvnen s, toes o witL perhans agres that ol gould
be ratl Lin Zetrs. w01 Bomaeaves be adverocly affectoed
Iy any co*:".%equ L enetagse . Aoy sltoaticn coathining suta an

internnl comrtil Toros ke b reseimnl o ogrewita of puve solf
intorest. How mrai oo v eyt o sncrificoe now, poihaps consif o
ably lowering prosar? chusdly of Ui rivg. 1 crdem thal wo nyy madrbain
gomn degros of conloLoon endare --'"‘l into tha fusez? Lo ma the
QNEWOr geoms orviong, buao nn‘.' u o) and aniasteial leaders do not yob
geci to ho taking oy oigpds

To retam “'c,:; a wors porsoualdy roleront levol, 4t ds wlikely
that any of us will bo able U excsh anr coo fl'lD._J ing dnflneres on matters
of suach global ir>:rtaes. | sy Hhath i3 mob o guy thalt we should
ignore honm o~ ouwn s shzas sy Valng wi 'hrm reason to assist the
various conzervaticn presswts grotps.) Eowover the point I would like
to noka ds thas thore avs o rueher of euh intercal conflish situntions

ight within Lo Do 0s o s fliboe? sotiviti-g, ool 4t 48 here that
W 11,_,J:J W omaks owr IUrL L o ;jﬁ?‘r‘m...u batruzon e prezont and fubura.
Wiilo hardly of world shabisrivg frrart wee; the wrong declslon could
resusy 11 gordous desituciion ._of_‘ oreas that we will use and ga'in enjoy-
nen’ fren in Oitvo nibaauing:

To goe dews to LY. cong Durss wnat Ls porhaps a trivial
examplal 110&.:3.4_51:11“ o oaory ak ‘o“ucl“ . broioa gzasllbls conclusica obout
the uss of P tenan e wils ey nay b far nore wseful Lhan oy othor
Tre of cou i“u__\, Tomony posiciionz, thiy hars guch a destrostive effect
on 1o v .ck that thelw vze d8 bulre abovlened da all bub a fow spocial
cases. (mco tho widnenrend destruction was realised, tho declsion was
an obvicis ono.

Siilardy, Tadlvre o propervly disnosz of rubbish can have
an extraordinanily detiaontal cffec™ wn e appraranes of - otherwise
be~ .t TN campa s This glrle obrervation pecplis have for

ameeitas o Trats Titbered with tins ard
Ou'?.er gﬁ;ﬂ,a&u\ I? o van your camositt o bs pizasant and clean T
can 0Ly sy yLu oo LS you omm caryy L in, yoru erny tavs AU sub.t.
Swursly this is we! . T oput due. Llastion, and 48 a fair
p rizs to pay Lo clons




Howorgr tho m re sericus sntuations are wnfortunctely less
obvious than thesc, The problen we should besone increasingly aware of
is this: Thore arc such Jarge mmbors of bushwalkers, that their very
presence is having a noticcable adverse cffcct on the more sensitive p
heavily visited areas. I refer in narticular to the Budawangs, and the
Bluegun Forest, although there are doubtliss many obther areas that are
similarly affected.

. Bluegun was where the prob'}_en first struck ne as roally
significant. For anycne who has not yet visited Bluegun (an‘ who hasn’t?77?)
it is roughly 200 m b 400 m. i.e. roctangular, at the junction of
Govetts Creek and the Grose River, nea. Blackicath. The ground is pore
fectly lovel, well graszed with no scrub. axd shaded by hundreds of Sydney
Bluegums whi .ch grow to tromendous heights. Tha cresk a.nd river run through
the middle. Bocausc of the area's boawnly, idcal campsites, and prommty
te transport (Ju..:'{.: the right disvanco for a VOIYy easgy ovcrvnmt trip or a
nedivn day L‘rr}) it 1s wvisited by hordes of scoute and 'tO'LL’lS"uS (rela’tlvely
speaklng), Sciious wallers tond o avoid the avea “n contempt, in
spite of tiae abbrastions, dus to its overuse.

T effects of so many visitors end campers Soke placs so
gradual ly J:lat o ars not obviont. bubt T Zeal that the cvmulatvive
results are sveh that to sam hal Duvapnt 1o dring 15 no croggeration.
Firstly, a quicic gomvey ANl rever L 00 yuuag 'l:'"ﬁo.j. a‘ﬂ it appears that

the feront s nakbls to =c51 Wohas »n the face, or fecy, of scores of
people trampling over eve.y cquive _-1.'1:‘-:1. of mgrownd,
Hooomd, *'., ';;".'; crech cod rino serve o concontrate peoplels

movonents aleong Uieiw bonks,  UE doss now vae long Lo o track to form,
and To weor down ‘s.hrouga the gosa it bivds bhe surface of the soil
together. If the track iz wiiiia v i

_}

r 3 1 o*-’.‘ the bavx, wich is gencrally
an unsupported wall of sand and ,r“’x.w". 2 ve 3 mohizn, o 1ithls assia’ion
Lrom tie water will -auze iz ban’t <o =,o.=,1 e into the cicek or river beda
In 2ll probability oz o U~ nog: ivlcont trees will eells pee with 1 it

L osrbeidiary e?foct ol this is that o mep sided banks never
have a chance to mm;gr:t“u,\ and giabi ""'n- 3¢ tha. the prozess, if notb
self porpetiating. i certeinly self assis’™ - The watercourses arc now
50 nowide, and iu 1 Ces o ongled nsss of bwgm fallen trees. 4 decade
ago, L am told. tho riwver wos LlO.l.‘. Ltn procont wetth, and ¢lear of obstruc-—
tions.

Thara 18 avaparontljr' 8 nood we Teotrlow ne use of such an
unusval and probably tefgqus anco BushwalXers. sorious and cecasional,
are the oniy pecpls &.1c:tf: Doty by an, action, or lack of 1t, dn
such a cass. oo 0g w0 Lo Drdisidual. walksrs to act smaibly, in avoiding
obvicus and not £o obilows destausbive behavi our. awnrd fov groups, such
ags our clubs, i prese for offitial resiricions.

Tne Hotiond Dalin and Wildlide Bevvics is at precent form-
ulating o polisy on cmp:,w Zn National Parks in goqc,_a“*., If this does
not curtail acw, Jity in Bluegim, then UNSYWEY and/ox Federation and/or )
National Parlks lssociation should begin to nyve For somn specific action,
A total ben on comping woull probably megarded as ii acceptaeble, and not
vory effcetive ag peop._, wLLLL_Lng vhrough and picnicing would have just
as nucn elfect: Newvsritholess, 1% nw be neces s‘w.ye.- Rather more drastic
would be to feuee off mozt of uae area, and the river banks in particular,
for a nuvber of years. The net roz 1.4 would p“ob"ﬂﬂy o the total sac~—
rifice of g small 'D’T"f' ol Bluegum, but the salvaticn of the rest which
would hopefully be able 10 regencrat: and stabilic. more or less wndis-
turbed,

t“i

2% us be prepated to lose Bluegum tongorarily, in the hope
of regaining it all latew, and hop. that gemynely cffectivs action is
takew in the reo Dtong,

£



The other case where weight of mumbers is reducing the pot—
ential of a reglon i the Budawangs. Fortunately the situntion here is
not os severe as in Bluegwi, but is at about the same standard of annoy-
ance as extonsive Littering (o habit from which wolkors usually, are
refroshingly free)., The combination of very many visitors plus vegetation
of open forest or clear grassland, has in many places resulted in o con-
Pusing multiplicity of parallel tracks. Presunably this is because of
the open nature of the terrain which does not constrain people to any
particular route. . :

. The result is occossional navigational difficulty, and unsightly
networks of tracks frustrating one's attempts to get away from it all,
This nay scem a minor point to somc. but T am sure I am not aloae in fecl-
ing that the only +thing more annoying than no track where one should be
is a dogen tracks where none should have been, ( I agroe. Ed,) It could
be surmied up as unnecossary déspoilation‘of a supposcedly wilderncss area.
I£ allewed to continue long enough, the process cowld quite casily lead
to the appearance of 'tracks®' such ds thosc in Cradle b, - Lake St. Clare
National Park in Tasmania - 3 n wide scars of bare sarth snalding across
the view from cach peak - unpleasant to look at, unploasant to walk on,
and hard o restors to their original state.

The most likely solution is trgek marling with stokes (in
grassland) or blazes (it forest), Many peoplo oppose track marling on the
primeiple that it cncourages still nore wmalkers, but L foel that in this
case the bonefits of aiding people to keep to th. chosen track, cutweigh
the disadvantoges. Should o porticulay mazked rowte eventually become
severaly worn, thon it would be possibls to mark a necv, parallel route
and indicate that the old +rank is not +o bhe vred, allowing it to' regen—
erate withoul further wear. This doos work, as has been shown in parts
of the Wild Dog Mts. Regemeration was so rapid in this case that it is
no longer possible to plck oub the old courses of tracks rorouted irn +his
way during carly 1972 - only iwo yoars ago. _ : _

I would again appear to be the task of NFHS to arrange and
execute any such narlking, chicily becaurs thoy are probably (hopefully?)
concerned aboul wherc heavy usc wilw. be allowed, Some olubs might be
propared o arrange a weckend work-nariy or tuo in the name of preservation
of the cnviromnent, but T would hesitats o norinats this club outright,

It could be comented <hat thoro problemn are basically due
to Ttoo many! walkers, the solition is simply to Limit their mmbers.

This is basically more casily said than dons, but T fecl that some moves
should be made to ctop ectively introducing uninteresied people to the bush.
It would be some sort of inlringemea’ of himan righte to refuse to accept
and instruct peopls who with 1ittle prompting wish to tale up walldng or
glel~touring. However the open covring of othur people (by 18ki the Nordic
Way! car stickers, obe) is unnecegssay and probably quite harmful.
Generally though, limitations on +the mumber o visitors to wilderness

areas are not yel warranted by the present situation. or acceptable by
present standavds, . ,

I have reired tio issue’. one clightly nore inportant than
the other, that rolat: to sconservatim sirultancously by and fron walkers.,
It is ©o be hoped that they will be 3siken wp Ly the relovand bodies,
particularly Federation, NP, ¥PUS. uad all individual walkers, and that
signifiwant action will bBe *takon, Clowever, rensmbeir that these were only
two examples that happened to comse 12 mird. The Royal National Park is
another obvious one, and parts of tiz Blue MY, and Kosiusko National
Park could alrg be wor'ly ofrinvost solion, Ovoruss by wailers and camp-
ors of regions that shoull be preserved intact will be a growing problem
in the quite near future.

Footnote: Since writing thd article some months age, one or two



further points have come to light. One is that NPWS is giving special
thought to the problem of Bluegum ~ perhaps a decision has already been
reacheds
 hnother was an extract from a letter by an lmericen membor of
the Kosiusko Huts fssociation, printed in the KHA Newslotter., I will
quote an extract from the letter, explaining why national parks in the USA
are in better condition than here: -
"+ There are marked trails in all parks, These satisfy the
- majority and reduce the demage te the cnviromment, The
. dnority can still go where they wish.
2+ There are marked campsites. These and the very few huts
must be booked ahead. fgain this has reduced damage to the
environment, hgain for the few, including myself, who
prefer to camp alone, there is nothing to prevent them
doing so. Surprisingly few do. I suspect many Australians
are sinilarly gregarious.! .
Nothing could be more to my point. Enough said.

Peter TUFT.

R R

There was & brave streaker called Ross,
At Katoomba one day he did %toss
all his clothes to the ground
then with leap and with bound
he raced up the First Sister's bare back.

Bmerging intoc a new world
~forbidding, eery
half hidden in nist
The lake seems to gstreteh ~
indefinitely.
Low vegetation cringes
fearful of the mountains' wrath.

The mist lifts
revealing the minute cirgue lake
- we feel less overpowered
welcomed into the new world.

N



THE BAIRTLNOSED WOMBAT
DISTRILUTICH . -

The hairy-nosed wombst, which used to be distrIibuted
throughout New South Wales, Vietoria, and South Australis is
now, apart from an isolated colony of a slightly different
variety in Central Queensland, confined entirely to South Aus-
tralia. ' o

The existing colonies are %o be found in a& ten mile
belt along the western bank of +the Murray River from Morgan in
the north, to the Marne River in the south. A few isolated
colonies exist on Yorke Peninsula an Eyre Peninsula, with a
very large colony on the Wullarbor Plsain.

An interesting point from earlier days is that copper
dug up by & wombat and found at the entrance to & wombat's
burrow, led o the discovery of the Moonta copper field.
DESCRIPTION.

The hairy-nosed womba’t derives its popular neme from
the very fine velvety hairs on ite muszle instead of the
naked muzzle of the common wombat. The head is rather broad
with fairly long pointed ears, and the eyes are soft and
attractive,

It is A very compact animal =nd fully grown, is about
three feet long, approximately a foo’ high, and weighs sixty
to seventy pounds when in good conditions.

Its strongly clawed, extremely powerful, short legs
are weel adapted for digging the burrows in which it lives.

The fur is soft and silky and when in good condition
is a lovely silver-grey wish black guard hairs. Color var—
iations d&o occur, bus these are usually brought about by poor
conditions and may varyclirom a dirsy fawm through o almost
orange-brown, with subsegueny loss of texture.

It has a minute “all - only aboub an inch in length
and being a marsupial, %he Temale has a pouch. This differs
from & kamgaroo's pouch, because the wombat walks on all four
legs, and therefore the baby must be prevented from falling
out. The opening of the pouexn tends 4o point backwards, but
when carrying a baby, it is closed by a very strong circular
muscle, and the baby curlc itself around into a little cirecle
so that the opening is closed tightly in the center.



BABIES. _

Iike all marsupial babies when born, the baby wombat
is very immature and only about the size of an tmshelled
peanut 'It crawls into its mothers pouch and fastens onto &
teat (of whlch there are to in the pouch), and continues
to grow in the pouch for several months.

As yet, very little research has been carried out on
the breeding habits of the hairy-nosed wombat, S0 we have no
records of rate of growth or other sivatistics as we have wit
the red kangaroop o

Lhe babies appear to be about a year old before they

b

[

are seen around the envIrancs o the burrow. At this stage
J“hey are approximavely I5-lb. In welgnt and aboubs I8-in. long.

They »ench =ity a’ about three years of age.
FEEDING. _ ‘
" Ia the BjaﬂGﬁLLCJn arca waere most of the observats-
iong have becr arried oul, wihe hairy-nescd wombat has become
extremely specilalisel I its TiIling hablilts, and this of course
adds to uae hazards of kilpiog a colony in good condivion.

Tnay prefer one Sype of poercanial grass, buls eat other
grasses if they are avatlable, Also, alter rain, they eat
the leaves of the wild gor-n’rm which grows on She clay flats,
and in droughl covliticsa3 Sher have heen observed cropping the
spore heads of the grovnd moss vhieh grows in the area.

These wombats do NOT eas zoous, bark and leaves as do
common wembats.
DRINKING.

| *‘Lhe" have nov Lgor ~oorvll lriwnikiine from suock

wauevlna po'“"“ cemen s d e memern drovgat condivions, but as.
soon as LaeLG is ;aﬁural’r&ir?&llg and wavter s left in the
Iollows of the lineostone capping an vhe country, tne animals
come out to dwink and &l Vals ime can he approached witvhin
a fewaeeﬁb g means vhat 4t i qulite common Zor these
animals %o go For tl.roz or four moauho rithous walewr - even
1oﬁgerlin times ol severe droughve
LIVING RABITS

‘The womdat ites in a bwwrow, and some waTrens (a
ox 30 hurrows,

- e oyt e KRV PR S T PR aTS
group of buwrous) mhy consist of perlaps 4

O
but may only conbtain a Sev antmels. oot burrous are dug down
under the limee r=n-~ ~-o=img and mer extond many feet in length
and I0 “z2% or more wnder ronnd, bus shey do not appear to

conbain a lined nesbing chawr~— ~c fn th o aces ~f Sho common



Mo, wart Lot
CAVOUR & Mopgus
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